
Sandfield Park Private 
Day Nursery
Sandfield Park Day Nursery, Sandfield House, North Drive, Sandfield Park,
Liverpool L12 1LG

Inspection date 6 June 2019
Previous inspection date 14 June 2018

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Outstanding 1

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The knowledgeable leadership and management team are keen to take on board the 
views of children, parents and staff. This helps them to identify areas for improvement. 
Following a staff reorganisation, the management team are steadily building on the 
skills of the staff team.

n Staff in the pre-school room value children's early writing skills. Children form 
recognisable letters to write words, such as their names on their work. They write the 
day, date and month on the large board. 

n Staff successfully promote children's self-care skills and prepare them emotionally for 
school. 

n Indoors and outdoors, children develop physical skills as they play. They also exercise 
at the start of the day and enjoy regular yoga sessions.

n The role of curriculum leader is developing well. However, sometimes the feedback 
given to staff after observations of teaching, lacks detail about children's engagement 
and learning.

n Recently improved systems to monitor the consistency of the quality of care and 
teaching are not fully embedded.

n Some group activities are not organised and resourced effectively to keep children 
interested and engaged in learning.  
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n evaluate the practice of staff with a more critical eye and help raise the quality of 
teaching and learning to a higher level

n embed the recently improved ways that are in place to monitor the consistency and 
quality of care and staff practice

n improve the planning of group activities so that all children are engaged and 
challenged appropriately, according to their stages of development.

Inspection activities

n We carried out this inspection as a result of risk assessment, following information 
received about the provider.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the curriculum leader.
n The inspector held a meeting with the management team and curriculum leader. She 

looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in
the nursery.

n The inspector took account of the views of children, parents and carers spoken to on 
the day.

Inspector
Lynne Naylor
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The management team have swiftly addressed the actions set recently by Ofsted. They 
have reorganised staffing and enhanced the way that they supervise staff and monitor 
their performance. The management team are using additional ways to help gather a 
more accurate view of the quality of care and teaching.  For example, viewing the 
closed-circuit television footage. This is also helping to identify and address the training 
needs of staff. For instance, the sleep-time routines have improved following refresher 
training on how to handle children safely. Safeguarding is effective. The manager 
regularly audits records to help to identify any concerns about children's welfare. She 
has improved the way she records those present in the building. This helps to keep 
children safe.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff regularly observe and assess children's learning. They use this information and 
feedback from parents, to plan suitable activities that support children to make good 
progress. Babies and children enjoy a range of activities, which help to promote their 
early communication skills. For example, staff encourage the use of language when 
counting toy bears. Children enjoy moving their fingers through substances, such as 
cereal and mashed bananas. This helps them to develop the finger skills required for 
later writing. Parents, including a scientist and a doctor, visit to talk about their 
occupations and share their knowledge and skills with children. Children particularly 
enjoyed making volcanic eruptions. They also used glitter to learn how germs are 
spread. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children make choices and decisions. For example, babies choose which songs to sing by
selecting a related picture and older children choose the role-play themes. Children 
behave well and cooperate with each other. For example, one child helps another child to
carry a box of toys to the carpet and two children pedal a tandem in the garden. Staff 
handle any disagreements promptly, helping children to explain how they feel. They 
follow advice from other professionals to manage behaviour, such as biting. A series of 
visits to a local care home help children to appreciate the needs of others. Planned 
activities help children to learn about other faiths and cultures. For instance, at Chinese 
New Year, children learn to eat using chopsticks and go out to buy fortune cookies. 
Children demonstrate an awareness of safety as they carry pencils and scissors with their
points facing down.

Outcomes for children are good

Children make good progress and some make very good progress. They develop a range
of skills and knowledge in readiness for school. Children's early reading and writing skills 
are strong, with many achieving above their expected levels. Overall, children are 
confident and eager to learn. They develop a good ability to do things for themselves. 
From a young age, children are encouraged to serve their own lunch. As the move to 
school gets closer, children practise getting changed into their physical education kits. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number 322416

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10112359

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 - 4

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 195

Name of registered person Sandfield Park Private Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519518

Date of previous inspection 14 June 2018

Telephone number 0151 228 4040

Sandfield Park Private Day Nursery registered in 2000. The nursery employs 30 members 
of childcare staff. Of these, five hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2, 17 at
level 3, one at level 4, one at level 5 and three at level 6. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday from 7.30am to 6pm, all year. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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